Joint Powers Board

May 21, 2012
Mankato Workforce Center

Mankato, MN 

Commissioner Pierce called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.
Members Present:
John Baerg, Kip Bruender, Joy Cohrs, John Grimm, David Haack, James Peterson, Steve Pierce, John Roper and Richard Seeboth
Staff Present: 

Diane Halvorson, Heather Gleason
I.
Approval of Agenda
Commissioner Pierce called for the approval of the agenda.  A motion to approve the agenda was made by Commissioner Grimm and seconded by Commissioner Seeboth.  The motion carried. 

II.
Approval of Minutes 
Commissioner Pierce called for the approval of the March minutes.  A motion to approve the minutes was made by Commissioner Roper and seconded by Commissioner Bruender. The motion carried.
III.
Appointment of WorkForce Council Members
Commissioner Pierce called for the appointment of WorkForce Council members Michael Atherley, John Considine, Bradley Thornton and Gloria Zachow.  The motion was made by Commissioner Haack and seconded by Commissioner Seeboth.  The motion carried.     

IV.
Program Year 2012 Local Unified Plan Update
Diane Halvorson distributed and reviewed a summary of the 2012 Local Unified Plan. The plan reviews the local labor market including the largest industries in the region, largest number of vacancies and workforce demographics.  The plan also includes information gathered from employers and community partners on the following industries:  Construction/Trades, Health Care, Manufacturing, Social Assistance & Education, Technology and Transportation.

The strategies in response to the regional analysis include:  Providing career information to universal customers and program participants, set an annual goal to place 75% in demand occupations, FastTRAC initiatives in healthcare and manufacturing, work with local community colleges to provide welding training, continue to provide work readiness credentialing and focus business services on needs of key industries, continue the “Tour of Manufacturing” event, work with post-secondary and Adult Basic Education partners to increase credential attainment, develop specialized services for the aging population, continue entrepreneurial classes at the WorkForce Center and target services to youth in foster care, teen parents on public assistance and youth from communities of color.  The Workforce Investment Funds for youth, adults and dislocated workers received a decrease between 11-13%.

A motion to approve the 2012 Local Unified Plan Update was made by Commissioner Grimm and seconded by Commissioner Roper.  The motion carried.

V.
Joint Powers Agreement

Diane Halvorson reported that there were a few wording changes to the Joint Powers Agreement as a result of county attorney recommendations.  It was requested to have the signed copies returned by June 30th.
VI.
Workforce Service Area Agreement
Diane Halvorson reported that the Workforce Service Area Agreement, which defines the roles of partners in the system, was updated with a few wording changes to write out acronyms and use consistent language.  A motion to approve the WSA Agreement was made by Commissioner Bearg and seconded by Commissioner Bruender.  The motion carried.
VII.
Summer Youth Programming

Heather Gleason reported that there are several funding sources that are providing work experiences for approximately 155 youth in the nine county area.  In addition to the regular formula funding, grants were secured to target serves to youth from foster care, teen parents on the MFIP program, and youth from communities of color.

Commissioner Pierce reported on funds that were set aside to provide work experiences specifically to youth in Martin County.

VIII.
Other Business
Diane Halvorson reported that the Council will be reviewing the Program Year 2012 Budget in June.  The budget will be sent to Joint Powers Board members and reviewed at the next scheduled meeting.  
Diane Halvorson requested the election of officers. A motion for Commissioner Pierce to continue as Chair and for Commissioner Haack to continue as Vice Chair was made by Commissioner Bruender and seconded by Commissioner Peterson.  The motion carried.

The next meeting of the Joint Powers Board will be 4:00 p.m. Monday, September 17, 2012.   
Meeting adjourned.
