Youth Council

November 9, 2011
Mankato Workforce Center

Mankato, MN

Those Present: Connie Bach, Heather Gleason, Kendra Grunig, Robert Lindgren, Lee Hiller, Rickell Nielson, Abdi Sabrie, Bonnie Stanton, Karen Wagner and Gloria Zachow
I. Welcome and Introductions

Kendra Grunig called the meeting to order and members introduced themselves.  

II. Approval of Minutes

Kendra Grunig called for the approval of the September meeting minutes.  A motion to approve the minutes was made by Karen Wagner and seconded by Lee Hiller.  The motion carried.  
III. African Family Education Center
Abdi Sabrie reported that the African Family Education Center is a non-profit organization that serves immigrant families in the Greater Mankato.  The philosophy of the organization is to serve the entire family but there is a strong emphasis on youth.  There is an after school ELL (English Language Learners) program at Mankato East High School for 2 hours per day and 3 days per week.  There is a 5 week Science Saturday program at South Central College.  There are after school programs at the Mankato Islamic Center.  The organization also has strong partnerships with law enforcement.  

Heather Gleason reported that there has been an increased number of immigrant youth applying for the youth program that do not meet the minimum education levels for enrollment.  There is a new grant opportunity available to provide work experience for disadvantaged youth including minority youth.  The Youth Council was in favor of pursuing the grant for those purposes. 

IV.
WIA Youth Program Monitoring
State Monitoring

Heather Gleason distributed and reviewed the report from the state monitoring visit last summer.  Each summer the WIA Youth Program is monitored.  The monitoring visit consists of interviews with staff, Youth Council members, youth participants and their supervisors.  The monitor also completes a file review.  There were no findings or corrective action needed as a results of this visit.    
 
On-site Monitoring

Heather Gleason reported that each year on-site monitoring is completed at each of the county offices.  Kathy Leiferman, Diane Halvorson and Heather Gleason review a sample of files for eligibility, documentation, and services to youth.  Overall, we saw good documentation of contact and services provided to youth in our area.  Notable services included innovative strategies to connect with youth such as facebook and texting, group work readiness activities, worksite placements in youth’s field of interest and staff intervention at worksites where youth were struggling.     There were no significant findings.  



Quarterly Monitoring Reports

Heather Gleason distributed and reviewed the Program Year 2011 WIA Youth Second Quarter Results through September 30, 2011.  MVAC served 157 youth and the goal is to serve 176.  The preliminary performance measure results indicate that we are meeting all but three of the youth measures.  Heather is working with MVAC staff to identify data entry errors.   

V.
Updates

Youth Intervention Program

Heather Gleason distributed and reviewed a summary of the Youth Intervention Program which is a grant that focuses on serving youth in foster care.  A total of 46 youth have been served.  The summary included pre and post-assessment results and identified match funds.  The program will be monitored by our funders in December.  The grant ends in December and a grant proposal was submitted for another two year cycle.
Partners In Career Exploration

The Partners In Career Exploration program which recruits interns from the Student Counseling program at Minnesota State University-Mankato to provide career counseling in local school districts has placed 7 interns at 7 school districts.  The funding for PICE comes from a state grant called Outreach to Schools and the WIA Youth Incentive funds.  The Outreach to Schools funded was eliminated so this year’s program is being funded by the WIA Youth Incentive funds only.   The WIA Youth Incentive funds for next year have been eliminated.  The South Central WorkForce Council will be seeking ways to fund this program in the future. 

IV. Other Business

Next Meeting: January 11, 2012
The meeting adjourned.    

