Youth Council

October 12, 2016
706 N. Victory Drive
Mankato, MN

Those Present: Bill Aufderheide, Carrie Bendix, Angie Blackstad, Michelle Forliti, Heather Gleason, Amy Gorka, Diane Halvorson, Jeannie Meidlinger, Kim Mueller, Jon Nowak, Quenter Ramogi, John Schons, Heather Sellner, Deanna Steffensmeier, Reggie Worlds
I. Welcome and Introductions

Reggie Worlds called the meeting to order and members introduced themselves. 

II. Approval of Minutes

Deanna Steffensmeier called for the approval of the May meeting minutes.  A motion to approve the minutes was made by John Schons and seconded by Deanna Steffensmeier.  The motion carried.
III. Summer Youth Employment
Michelle Forliti distributed and reviewed a summary of the federal and state funding youth career development program.  Approximately, 142 youth participated in work experiences.  Although services goals were met or exceeded MVAC continues to take applications.
Martin County Internship Program

Heather Gleason distributed and reviewed a summary of the Martin County Internship Program.  There were 16 interns that participated in internships in medical field, human resources, manufacturing, and finance.  Seven interns were hired by their employer for the remainder of the summer. Ten interns received college credit.

IV. Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA)
Performance Goals

Heather Gleason distributed and reviewed the Program Year 2015 Final Performance Results.  Our area met or exceeded all measures.  This summer Minnesota negotiated performance levels for the WIOA Program Year 2016.  Our area will have the same performance goals.  Heather shared what has been release so far on the new measureable skills gains.  
V. Updates
Youth Grants

Heather Gleason distributed and reviewed a summary of youth grants.  The Youth Intervention Program is focused on serving youth in foster care or out-of-home placement.  A total of 30 youth have been served so far.  The "Dream It. Believe It. Achieve It." Program is focused on serving youth ages 14-24 from communities of color.  A total of 106 youth have been served.  The TANF Youth program provides work experience opportunities to teen parents and youth on MFIP grants.  A total of 22 youth have been served so far.  
Outreach to High Schools

Heather Gleason reported that the Partners In Career Exploration program recruits interns from the Student Counseling Program at Minnesota State University-Mankato to provide career exploration services to high school students.  A total of 9 interns will be placed at 9 local schools including: Cleveland, GFW, Lake Crystal-Wellcome-Memorial, Le Sueur-Henderson, Madelia, Sibley East, St. Clair, St. Peter and Tri-City United.  Interns will attend the January meeting to report on their activities. 

Michelle Forliti reported that MVAC staff are going out to schools to provide classroom presentations on a variety of topics.  Schools include MVED, Minnesota New Country, The REACH, GFW, Southern MN Plains Coop, Mankato West and Mankato East. 
Heather Gleason reported on career events in the region. The Tour of Manufacturing was held on October 6th and about 250 regional students participated.  The Construct Tomorrow event is scheduled for October 26th and about 550 students are registered to attend. 

Rural Career Counseling Coordinator
Carrie Bendix, Rural Career Counseling Coordinator for South Central and Southwest Minnesota continues to meet with schools to conduct the asset map and gap analysis for the region.  One of the things that appears to be a great need is labor market information for counselors, students and parents.  Carrie is working with Eriann from Southwest and Heather from South Central to develop information that can be distributed to schools on a monthly basis. 
Youth Directories

Heather Gleason reported that an activity of the Youth Council has been to develop and update youth directories of services and resources in the nine county area.  The publication has been updated every other year.  There was discussion among the Youth Council that the resource is still very valuable so there was interest in updating it again.  Deanna Steffensmeier, Heather Sellner, and Michelle Forliti, with the help of MVAC staff and the CTIC committee, volunteered to be part of the sub-committee to assist with the project.  

VI. Other Business
John Schons reported that STEP, Inc. received a grant from Valero to serve youth with disabilities.

Jon Nowak reported that contractors are still hiring and work is not slowing down. 

Kim Mueller reported that Mankato Schools are working on a career pathway in education utilizing the “Teacher Cadet for emerging teachers. They are also exploring IT and Ag related pathways. 

Angie Blackstad reported that Adult Career Pathway courses in healthcare, manufacturing and truck driving will be starting in October. 

Heather Sellner reported that the CTIC will be having the Work Skills Competition in May at SCC.  District #77 is short on job coaches.

Bill Aufderheide reported that MR Paving is looking for interns in the estimating and engineering departments.

Deanna Steffensmeier reported that VRS is figuring out new WIOA regulations.

Next Meeting: January 11, 2017


The meeting adjourned.   

