Executive Committee
September 14, 2016
706 N. Victory Drive
Mankato, MN
Members Present:     Jim Abraham, Deb Barnes, Candace Fenske, Bill FitzSimmons and Tim Wenzel
Staff Present:
          Carrie Bendix, Heather Gleason and Diane Halvorson 
I. Local Plan Revisions
Diane Halvorson distributed and reviewed the response from the state to the local plan.  Diane Halvorson highlighted the updated response describing how the employer, workers and job seekers needs will be addressed. The needs of employers are met by providing qualified applicants with the basic skills and occupational skills required for employment.  This is done through career counseling services.  Business Services works with employers one-on-one to identify and address employment related issues.  Needs are also met by employer participation on boards and committees where we hear about workforce needs and recommendations for program development.  Services to employed individuals include training opportunities such as incumbent worker and customized training. Services to job seekers include classes offered at the WorkForce Centers, FastTRAC career pathway programming, providing labor market information, job search assistance and training assistance.  Diane Halvorson also distributed and reviewed the response provided by DEED to services provided to veterans.  
II. State Response to the Regional Plan
Diane Halvorson reported that we received a letter from DEED in response to our regional plan.  Diane distributed and reviewed the segment of the law that addresses what is required of regional planning.  DEED has requested specific membership they would like to see on the regional board.  There is concern that it would be adding another level of governance and the additional members seem more appropriate for the committees where their specific feedback is most needed.  The DEED leadership will be coming to our area to discuss the regional plan with the Regional Leadership Team.  Members were encouraged to attend. 

The meeting adjourned.
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