Youth Council

September 12, 2012
Mankato Workforce Center

Mankato, MN

Those Present: Michelle Forliti, Heather Gleason, Robert Lindgren, Glenn Morris, Kim Mueller, Kathi Rusch, Sean Stanton-Wilcox, Karen Wagner, Karen Wolters, John Woodwick and Gloria Zachow.
I. Welcome and Introductions

Glenn Morris called the meeting to order and members introduced themselves.  It was announced that Michelle Forliti has replaced Bonnie Stanton as the new Youth Services Coordinator. Michelle has been working at MVAC for several months with the Teen Parent Program.  
II. Approval of Minutes

Glenn Morris called for the approval of the May meeting minutes.  A motion to approve the minutes by unanimous consensus was made by Glenn Morris.
III. Conflict of Interest Statement
Heather Gleason distributed and reviewed a Conflict of Interest Statement which is a regulation for Youth Council members.    


IV.
Summer Youth Employment 

Heather Gleason distributed and reviewed a Summer Youth Employment report prepared by MVAC.  A total of 183 youth were served in the nine county area.  The program was funded through the WorkForce Investment Act, Minnesota Youth program, grants targeted to specific populations like foster care, teen parents and youth from communities of color, and funds from Martin County.  Youth received assessments, career exploration, work readiness skill development, work experiences, mentoring, financial literacy and preparation for further employment.  
Heather Gleason distributed and reviewed a summary of the youth grants targeted to specific populations.  


V.
Updates
Youth Intervention Program

Heather Gleason reported that the Youth Intervention Program is focused on serving youth in foster care or out-of-home placement.  We received a grant in the amount of $82,029 from the MN Department of Public Safety Office of Justice Programs.  The goal is to serve 30 through the grant period that ends December 31, 2013.  A total of 21 youth have been served so far.      

Teen Parent Projects

Heather Gleason reported that a multi-county grant proposal for Minnesota Family Investment Program Innovation Funds brought $195,000 to the nine county area to provide a single point of contact for teen parents on the MFIP program.  The goal is to serve 90 teens through the grant period that ends December 31, 2012.  

The Department of Human Services has also allocated funds to each area to provide work experience opportunity to teen parents on MFIP.  We received $30,000 to serve 12 teen parents through December 31, 2012.  A total of 11 teens have been served so far.         

Communities of Color Grant
Heather Gleason reported that the Dream It. Believe It. Achieve It. Program is focused on serving youth ages 14-24 from communities of color.  We received a competitive grant in the amount of $135,000 from the MN Department of Employment and Economic Development Youth Development Office.  The goal is to serve 50 youth through the grant period that ends June 30, 2013.  A total of 30 youth have been served so far.  
Partners In Career Exploration

Heather Gleason distributed and reviewed a summary of the Partners In Career Exploration program for the 2011-12 school year.  PICE utilized interns from the Student Counseling Program at Minnesota State University, Mankato.  In the past, the PICE program was funded by a grant from the state.  This program continued last year by utilizing incentive funds that we receive for our performance in the WIA Youth program.  Both of those resources have been eliminated.  The South Central WorkForce Council set aside funding for the 2012-13 school year, however, there has been a limited response for applicants this year. Discussed recruitment strategies such as contacting faculty in the department to speak to a class and contacting previous PICE interns.   
Revised WIA Youth Performance Goals
Heather Gleason reported that the state negotiated WIA Youth performance goals.  The state goals were increased significantly and all areas were asked to revise their local goals.  The proposed revised goals were distributed and reviewed.  A motion to endorse the proposed goals was made Kathi Rusch and seconded by Robert Lindgren.  The motion carried.
On-Site Visits

Heather Gleason reported that each year on-site monitoring is completed at each of the county offices.  Kathy Leiferman, Diane Halvorson and Heather Gleason review a sample of files for eligibility, documentation, and services to youth.  Overall, we saw good documentation of contact and services provided to youth in our area.  Notable services included opportunities for youth to attend workshops, college visits, and business tours, as well as good coordination with service providers and worksite employers.  There were no significant findings.  

Youth Directories

Heather Gleason reported that it has been two years since the youth directories have been printed and proposed to the group whether there was an interest in updating them again.  The group demonstrated an interest in updating the youth directories and a subcommittee will meet to begin working on this.  Kathi Rusch will survey school counselors at a meeting this week.  

IV. Other Business

Karen Wagner reported that the Tour of Manufacturing will be held on Thursday, October 25th from 12:00 – 7:00 p.m.  There are 13 manufacturers participating in the event.  There is a special emphasis on attracting high school student groups. 

Kim Mueller reported that the school district is offering a First Responder course.  
Robert Lindgren reported that 56 students attended the Work Skills Competition in May.  

Karen Wolters distributed and reviewed Pathways to Healthcare and Manufacturing Careers flyers and GED class schedule. 

Kathi Rusch reported that Michelle Brielmaier is the interim Director of Nursing for the High Step Program.  She replaced Marilyn Swan.  
John Woodwick reported that poverty rates have been released.  He noted several programs such as social security that kept 21% of the population out of poverty, Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program was 4% and the Energy Assistance Program was 2%.  
The Youth Development Symposium is scheduled for November 14-15 in Chicago, IL.

Next Meeting: November 14, 2012
The meeting adjourned.    

