Youth Council

September 14, 2011
Mankato Workforce Center

Mankato, MN

Those Present: Janice Haralson, Heather Gleason, Kendra Grunig, Robert Lindgren, Paul Marquardt, Glenn Morris, Rickell Nielson, Abdi Sabrie, William Shakleton, Bonnie Stanton, Benjamin Turner and  John Woodwick 
I. Welcome and Introductions

Glenn Morris called the meeting to order and members introduced themselves.  

II. Approval of Minutes

Glenn Morris called for the approval of the May meeting minutes.  A motion to approve the minutes by unanimous consensus was made by Glenn Morris.
III. Community Transition Interagency Committee (CTIC)
Kendra Grunig reported that the Mankato Area Community Transition Interagency Committee is a group that is made up of staff from school districts, county human services agencies, Minnesota Valley Action Council, and the South Central Service Cooperative.  The committee was developed to assist students with disabilities in areas of education, employment, recreation, medical, housing, transportation, financial, advocacy, legal and counseling.  The committee is in need of new members including youth.  There was discussion about utilizing virtual meetings or holding meeting at the schools so it is more convenient for youth to attend.  If you or anyone you know is interested in joining the committee please contact Kendra Grunig.  

IV.
Updates
Summer Youth Program

Bonnie Stanton Heather Gleason reported that due to the uncertainties of funding the summer youth employment program looked very different this year. Rather than starting in June, many youth started work experiences in the spring.  Any state funded youth placed in work experiences did not work during the state shutdown.  

Bonnie distributed and reviewed demographic information from the census data regarding the percentage of minority youth.  Bonnie also distributed Paying for College and Choosing a College publications. 

Youth Intervention Program

The Youth Intervention Program which is a grant that focuses on serving youth in foster care will be ending in December.  There is an opportunity to apply for another two year grant.  
Partners In Career Exploration

The Partners In Career Exploration program which recruits interns from the Student Counseling program at Minnesota State University-Mankato to provide career counseling in local school districts has also experienced some funding uncertainties.  There will still be a program this year but the number of schools is uncertain at this time.  There is funding for 10 school districts but only 7 interns have been hired.  There was discussion about not continuing at some of the weaker schools and possibly expanding to Mankato schools.  Glenn Morris shared a program at Minnesota Valley Education District that could benefit from interns.  The funding for PICE comes from a state grant called Outreach to Schools and the WIA Youth Incentive funds.  The Incentive funds are only available until the end of December. If there are fewer PICE schools, there could be extra funding.  Youth Council members were encouraged to contact Heather if they have thoughts about other ways those funds could be utilized.      
Youth Directories
Heather Gleason distributed the updated youth directories.  The directories are also available on our website at: http://www.workforcecouncil.org/youth-council/projects/youth-directories/.    
Website

Heather Gleason reported that the Youth Council section of the website has been updated.  http://www.workforcecouncil.org/youth-council/ 
Youth Symposium
Heather Gleason reported that the Youth Symposium will be held in Chicago on November 14-16.  Funds have been identified to send on Youth Council member and one youth counselor.  Contact Heather Gleason if you are interested in attending.
Conflict of Interest Statement

Heather Gleason distributed and reviewed a Conflict of Interest Statement which is a new law and regulation for Youth Council members.    

IV. Other Business

Next Meeting: November 9, 2011
The meeting adjourned.    

